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As agreed, | am writing further to my letter dated 13 December regarding the delivery of
~oundation Phase provision across Wales.

.o February 2013

i met with my officials on 24 January to discuss the options for addressing the perceived
variation and inflexibility of provision. | am keen to ensure that children and parents can
access the Foundation Phase entitlement in a way that supports their family circumstances.
My understanding is that most local authorities offer equal hours over 4 or 5 days in either
morning or afternoon sessions.

As we know the early years are critical to children outcomes and later life chances. | have,
therefore, agreed to undertake a pilot programme to explore ways in which flexibility of
orovision for 3 and 4 year olds can be improved. My officials will be working with local
authorities to identify settings and schools, in a range of geographical areas, to take part in
the pilot with immediﬁe/effect.
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